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EDUCATION













2008
Ph.D.

University of Washington, Department of Anthropology

2008
n.d.

University of Washington, School of Public Health





• Certificate in Maternal and Child Health

2001
M.Ed

Harvard Graduate School of Education

1998
B.S.

Univeristy of Michigan, Ann Arbor, School of Natural Resources

ACADEMIC POSITIONS











2008 – 2015

Assistant Professor of Anthropology





• University of California, Los Angeles

2015 – present

Associate Professor of Anthropology




• University of California, Los Angeles

2016 – present

Vice Chair of Graduate Studies





• University of California, Los Angeles
AWARDS









2011


New Investigator Award for Best Paper





• Evolutionary Anthropology Society (AAA)

FELLOWSHIPS  AND GRANTS 








2015-2018

National Science Foundation Senior Research Award (BCS-1534682)




• Jointly funded by Cultural and Biological Anthropology

2015


UCLA Faculty Research Grant

2012


ULA Faculty Research Grant

2011


Hellman Fellowship

2011


Wenner Gren Postdoctoral Grant

2010


Center for the Study of Women Seed Grant

2010


UCLA Faculty Research Grant

2007


Center for Studies in Demography & Ecology Fellowship

2005


National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Award

2005


Fulbright Postgraduate Award, Australian-American Fulbright Association





• Advisor: Prof. Robert Tonkinson, University of Western Australia

2004


National Science Foundation Research Experience for Graduates Award





• Principal Investigator: Eric A. Smith

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS








In review
Scelza, B., Prall, S., Henn, B., Atkinson, B., McElreath, R. Paternity testing in the field: A call for collaborative research in Anthropological Genetics. In review at Human Biology.

In review
Scelza, B., Prall, S. Partner preferences in the context of concurrency: What Himba want in formal and informal partners. In review at Evolution and Human Behavior.

In review
Moya, C., Fessler, D., Henrich, J., Zhao, W., Barrett, C., Bolyanitz, A., Kanovsky, M., Kushnick, G., Scelza, B., von Reuden, C., Davis, H., Pisor, A., Gurven, M., Laurence, S. Cross-cultural similarities and variation in punishment equilibria. In review.
In review
Moya, C., Sear, R., Borgerhoff Mulder, M., Colleran, H., Gerkey, D., Gibson, M., Gurven, M., Henrich, J., Hooper, P., Kaplan, H., Kline, M., Koster, J., Kramer, K., Leonetti, D., Mattison, S., Nath, D., Sanders, C., Scelza, B., Shenk, M., Snopkowski, K., Stieglitz, J., von Reuden, C., Ziker, J. Inter-generational conflicts over reproductive decisions: a cross-cultural examination of parental presence effects on age at first birth. In review at Proceedings of the Royal Society B.
In review
Hooper, P., Ross, C., Borgerhoff-Mulder, M. et al. Humans have small sex differences in reproductive skew compared to non-human mammals. In review at Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

In review
Bird, D., Bliege Bird, R., Codding, B., Scelza, B. The dynamics of indigenous livelihoods and ecologies in the Western Desert: economic, social, and environmental values of foraging in a remote Martu community. In review at Journal of Rural Studies.

Accepted
Scelza. B., Koster, J. Behavioral Ecology, Human. International Encyclopedia of Anthropology. John Wiley & Sons. In press.

2017
Prall, S., Scelza, B. Child fosterage and sex-biased nutritional outcomes among Namibian pastoralists. American Journal of Human Biology. DOI:10.1002/ajhb.23058

2017
Klein, L., Hinde, K., Gutierrez, S., Davis, J., Quinn, E.A., Martin, M., Breakey, A., Scelza, B., Valeggia, C., Jasienska, G., Kaplan, H., Gurven, M., German, B., Lebrilla, C. The ecology of milk: human milk oligosaccharides from diverse populations. PLoS One 12(8):e0183367.

2016
Bryant, G., Fessler, D., Fusaroli, R., Clint, E., Aaroe, L., Apicella, C., Bickham, S., Bolyanatz, A., Chavez Cosamalon, B., de Smet, D., Diaz, C., Fux, M., Hu, A., Li, N., Kamble, S., Kameda, T., Luberti, U., Montalvo, C., Perez, P., Peterson, M., Quintelier, K., Scelza, B., Soler, M., Stieger, S., van den Hende, E., Viciana, H., Yildizhan, S., Zhou, Y. Detecting affiliation in spontaneous co-laughter across 24 societies. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 113(17):4682-4687.
2016
Barrett, H.C., Bolyanatz, A., Crittenden, A. Fessler, D.M.T., Fitzpatrick, S., Gurven, M., Henrich, J., Kanovsky, M., Kushnick, G., Pisor, A., Scelza, B., Stich, S., von Rueden, C., Zhao, W., Laurence, S. Small-scale societies exhibit fundamental variation in the role of intentions in moral judgment. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 113(17): 4688-4693.
2015
Moya, C., Scelza, BA. The effect of recent ethnogenesis and migration on perceptions of ethnic group stability.  Journal of Culture and Cognition 15(1-2):131-173.
2015
Scelza, BA., Perceptions of polygyny: the effects of offspring and other kin on co-wife satisfaction. Biodemography and Social Biology 61(1):98-110.
2014
Mattison, S., Scelza, BA., Blumenfeld, T. Paternal investment and the positive effects of fathers among the matrilineal Mosuo of Southwest China. American Anthropologist 116(3):591-610.
2014
Scelza, BA, Silk, JB. Fosterage as a system of dispersed cooperative breeding: evidence from the Himba. Human Nature 25(4):448-464.
2014
Scelza, BA., Bird, DW., Bliege Bird, R. Bush tucker, shop tucker: production, consumption and diet at an Aboriginal outstation. Ecology of Food and Nutrition 53(1):98-117.
2014
Scelza, BA. Jealousy in a small-scale, natural fertility population: the roles of paternity, investment and love in jealous response. Evolution and Human Behavior 35(2):103-108.
2013


Scelza, BA. Choosy but not chaste: multiple mating in human females.




Evolutionary Anthropology 22(5): 259-269.

2013
House, BR., Silk, JB. Henrich, J. Barrett, HC., Scelza, BA., Boyette, A., Hewlett, B., McElreath, R., Laurence, S. Ontogeny of prosocial behavior across diverse societies. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 110(36): 14586-91.
2012


Scelza, BA. Food scarcity, not economic constraint limit consumption in a 



rural Aboriginal community. Australian Journal of Rural Health 20(3):108-112.
2012


Shenk, MK, Scelza, BA. Paternal investment and status-related child 
minor 



outcomes: timing of father’s death affects offspring success. Journal of Biosocial 


Science 44(5):549-569.
2012


Bliege Bird, R., Scelza, BA., Bird, DW., Smith, EA. The hierarchy of virtue: 



Mutualism, altruism and signaling in Martu women’s cooperative hunting. 



Evolution and Human Behavior 33(1):64-78.
2011


Scelza, Brooke A. Female mobility and post-marital kin access in a patrilocal 



society. Human Nature 22:377-393.

2011


Scelza, Brooke A. Female choice and extra-pair paternity in a traditional 



human population. Biology Letters 7:889-891.
2011


Scelza. Brooke A. The place of proximity: Social support in mother-adult 



daughter relationships. Human Nature 22:108-127.
2010


Scelza, Brooke A. Father’s presence speeds the social and reproductive




careers of sons. Current Anthropology 51(2):295-303.

2009


Scelza, Brooke A. The grandmaternal niche: critical caretaking among Martu




Aborigines. American Journal of Human Biology 21(4):448-454.
2008


Scelza, Brooke A. and Rebecca Bliege Bird. Group structure and female




cooperative networks in Australia’s Western Desert. Human Nature 19(3):231-



248.
INVITED TALKS











2017


Title: The value of concurrency: Exploring the social, economic and genetic 



benefits of multiple mating among the Himba





• California Workshop on Evolutionary Social Sciences

2017


Title: The value of concurrency: Exploring the social, economic and genetic 



benefits of multiple mating among Himba women. 





• 5th Annual Toulouse 
Economics and Biology Workshop. 

2015


Title: Choosy but not chaste: The benefits of multiple partnerships for




women (Plenary)





• Northwest Evolution, Ecology and Human Behavior Symposium

2014


Title: Choosy but not chaste: The benefits of multiple partnerships for




women.





• Lang Colloquium Series (Stanford University)

2014


Title: Choosy but not chaste: The role of female multiple mating in the




human life history.





• CSU Fullerton Anthropology Speaker Series

2014


Title: Choosy but not chaste: the role of female multiple mating in the human




life history.





• UC Santa Barbara Integrative Anthropological Sciences

2012


Title: Cooperative Breeding in Context: Proximate Pathways of Support in 



the Mother-Daughter Relationship. 





• UC Davis Evolutionary Anthropology Colloquium Series

2012


Chair: Hunter-Forager Session





• “Women in Evolution,” Leakey Foundation Symposia

2011


Title: The Mother-Daughter Relationship in Evolutionary and Demographic 



Perspective





• California Center for Population Research

2010


Title: Cooperation and Conflict in the Mother-Daughter Relationship: Data 



from the Puerto Rican Maternal and Infant Health Survey





• 3UC Conference on Evolutionary Anthropology

2009


Title: Raising Adults: The Importance of Post-Adolescent Parental 




Investment









• University of Nevada, Las Vegas Department of Anthropology

2009


Title: Mother-Daughter Bonding at Critical Times





• UCLA Interdisciplinary Relationship Science Program





• Workshop on “Evolutionary Foundations and Functions of Close





Social Bonds” 

2008


Title: Bush Forager, Shop Forager: Production and Consumption Patterns




Among Martu Aborigines





• Behavior, Evolution & Culture Speaker Series, UCLA

2008


Title: The Grandmaternal Niche: Critical Caretaking Among Martu




Aborigines





• IUSSP Seminar: Trade-offs in Female Life Histories

2007


Title: The Importance of Intergenerational Transfers to Post-Adolescent




Offspring





• Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology, U. Washington

ACADEMIC POSTERS AND PRESENTATIONS







2017
Prall, S., Scelza, B. Cross-cultural perceptions of jealousy. Human Behavior and Evolution Society Annual Meeting. Boise, ID. 

2017
Prall, S., Scelza, B. Fosterage effects on adult strength and body fat in Himba women. American Association of Physical Anthropologists Annual Meeting.
2016
Prall, S., Scelza, B. Effects of paternity confidence on child health. 118th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. Minneapolis, MN.
2016
Scelza, B. The serendipitous interview: Ethnographic insights, accidental evidence and new discoveries about non-marital partnerships. 118th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. Minneapolis, MN.

2015
Scelza, B., Henn, B., Atkinson, E. The ethics and logistics of paternity testing in a small-scale society. 117th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. Denver, CO.
2014
Scelza, B, Bryant, G, and Cartmill, E. Effects of age and experience on the use of infant-directed communication. 116th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C.

2014
Mattison, S., Blumenfield, T. and Scelza, B. Mixed methods in southwest China: how human behavioral ecology insprires ethnography and vice versa. . 116th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C.

2013
Scelza, BA., Silk, JB. Fosterage in Evolutionary Perspective.115th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL.

2011


Scelza, BA. Old theories, new data: Paternity, fidelity and female choice 



among the Himba 113th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 



Association, Montreal CA.

2010


Scelza, BA. Female Kin Networks Across the Lifespan. Poster. 112th Annual 



Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, LA.

2010


Scelza, BA. Bush Forager, Shop Forager: Production and




Consumption Behavior Among Martu Aborigines. 21st Annual Meeting of




the Society for Applied Anthropology. Merida, Mexico.

2009


Scelza, BA. Effects of Parent-Child Bonding on Daughter’s Reproductive 



Health. 111th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. 



Philadelphia, PA.

2009


Scelza, BA. The Effect of Mother-Daughter Bonding on Pregnancy Behavior 


21st Annual Meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society. 




Fullerton, CA.

2009


Shenk, MK. and BA. Scelza. The Importance of Parental




Investment for Status-Related Child Outcomes: A Test Case from South




India. 21st Annual Meeting of the Human Behavior & Evolution Society.




Fullerton, CA.
2009


Scelza, BA. Bush Forager, Shop Forager: Production and Consumption 



Patterns Among Martu Aborigines. 21st Annual Mtg of Human Behaviour & 



Evolution Society. Fullerton, CA.
2008


Scelza, BA. Bush Forager, Shop Forager: Production and Consumption




Behavior Among a Group of Western Desert Aborigines. 110th Annual




Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. San Francisco, CA.

2008


Shenk, MK and BA Scelza. The Importance of Paternal Investment for




Status-Related Child Outcomes: A Test Case from South India. 110th Annual




Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. San Francisco, CA.
2007


Scelza, BA. Post-pubescent Paternal Investment: The Importance of Martu




Fathers at Initiation Time. 19th Annual Meeting of the Human Behavior &




Evolution Society. Williamsburg, VA.

2006


Scelza, BA. and R. Bliege Bird. Band Composition and Women’s




Cooperative Networks in Australia’s Western Desert. 108th Annual Meeting




of the American Anthropological Association. San Jose, CA.

2005


Scelza, BA. and R. Bliege Bird. Food Sharing Among the Meriam: A Social




Network Analysis. Poster. 17th Annual Meeting of the Human Behavior &




Evolution Society. Austin, TX.

2005


Scelza, BA. Taking Care of Country: Changing Landscapes in Australia’s




Western Desert. Society for Applied Anthropology. Santa Fe, NM.
FIELDWORK











SUMMER 2017
Omuhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

SUMMER 2016
Omuhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

WINTER 2014
Ouhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

SUMMER 2013
Ouhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

SPRING 2012

Omuhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

SUMMER 2011
Omuhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

SUMMER 2010
Omuhonga Basin, Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)

SUMMER 2009
Parnngurr Outstation, W. Australia (Martu)

SPRING, 2009

Kaokoland, Namibia (Himba)
SUMMER, 2008
Parnngurr Outstation, W. Australia (Martu)

2005-2006

Parnngurr Outstation, W. Australia (Martu)

SUMMER, 2004
Parnngurr Outstation, W. Australia (Martu)

OTHER RESEARCH EXPERIENCE







WINTER, 2007
Research
Research Assistant for Eric A. Smith (CSDE)




Assistant
• Data entry and analysis for Santa Fe Institute project






on intergenerational transmission of wealth

SUMMER, 2006
Research
Academic Pathways Project, University of Washington




Assistant
• Transcribed and coded interview data

SUMMER, 2006
Research
National Science Foundation (BCS 0075289)




Assistant
• Principal Investigator: Rebecca Bliege Bird






• Created 10,000+ line database on Martu burning






ecology

2005


Research
U.S. Forest Service, Pacific NW Research Station




Assistant
• Transcribed interviews with Forest Service 







employees






• Created Atlas TI database and coded all interviews 






and wrote report summarizing findings.

2004 – 2005

Research
National Science Foundation Grant (BCS 0075289)




Assistant
• Principal Investigator: Rebecca Bliege Bird






• Created Filemaker database of five years of data on






Martu foraging and food sharing.

COURSES TAUGHT











UCLA




• Mother Nature, Father Time: Evolutionary Perspectives on 





   Parenthood






• Human Evolution






• Human Behavioral Ecology





• Advanced Topics in HBE





• Uses and Abuses of Evolutionary Theory






• Life History Theory (Graduate Course)






• Anthropological Perspectives on Public Health






• Field Methods in the Study of Human Behavior 






  (co-taught with H.C. Barrett)
U. Washington



• Interdisciplinary Writing Program (ENG 198)






• Evolution and Human Behavior (BIOA 100)






• Evolutionary Perspectives on Sex and Gender (BIOA 477)

TRAINING













SUMMER, 2009


NSF Short Course on Research Methods






• Week-long course on Social Network Analysis

SUMMER, 2007


Interdisciplinary Writing Program (UW)






• Week-long intensive training on integrating writing into the 






classroom, designing assignments and editing student papers

SUMMER, 2003


Center for Instructional Development and Research (UW)






• Attended 3-day workshop on teaching effectiveness and






skill-building.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS









2016 – Present



California Center for Population Research, Faculty Affiliate

2012 – Present



Evolutionary Medicine Group, Faculty Affiliate

2009 – Present



Center for Society and Genetics, Faculty Affiliate

2008 – Present



Center for the Study of Women, Faculty Affiliate

2005 – 2006



Australian Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders






• Visiting Scholar

2004 – Present



American Anthropological Association, member

2004 – Present



Human Behavior & Evolution Society, member

SERVICE













UCLA

• Member of Department of Anthropology Awards Committee (2009-2010)
• Member of Department of Anthropology Standing Review Committee (2010-2011—Elected)

• Member of Department of Anthropology Diversity Committee (2011-2013)
• Reviewer for Center for the Study of Women Award Committee (2011)

• Reviewer for Faculty Development Grants (2011)

• Member of Department of Anthropology Standing Review Committee (2012-2013—Elected)

• Member of Department of Anthropology Executive Committee (2013-2015—Elected)

• Chair of Department of Anthropology Diversity Committee (2013-2014)

• Member of Department of Anthropology Admissions Committee (2013-2014)

• Member of Department of Anthropology Standing Review Committee (2014-2015-Elected)

• Ad hoc Internal Hiring Committee for the Semel Institute (2014-2015)

• Ex Officio Member Executive Committee (2016-present)

• Ex Officio Member Academic Curriculum Committee (2016-present)

• Chair, Graduate Curriculum Design Committee (2017-present)

EXTRAMURAL

• Reviewer for Human Nature, Evolution & Human Behavior, PLoS Biology, PLoS One, Proceedings of the Royal Society B, Field Methods, TREE, American Journal of Human Biology, American Anthropologist and Ecology of Food and Nutrition, BMC Public Health, PeerJ, Annals of Human Biology, Current Anthropology, American Journal of Physical Anthropology
• Editorial Board Member, Human Nature (2016-present)

• Panel Member for National Science Foundation Cultural Anthropology Program (2015-Present)

• Reviewer for National Science Foundation Cultural Anthropology Program (2010, 2016)

• Panelist for National Science Foundation Graduate Research Mentorship Program (2017)

• Judge, Evolutionary Anthropology Society Awards (2012, 2016)

• Judge, “Best New Investigator Award” Human Behavior and Evolution Society (2012)

• Board member, Evolutionary Anthropology Society, American Anthropological Association (2012-

  2016)

• President-Elect, Evolutionary Anthropology Society, American Anthropological Association (2017-2019)

